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I.   Market and economic update
A. Currently in second worst market drawdown in 80 years
B. Flight to safety

C. Returning to more normal valuations

II.  Learning from the Madoff fraud
A. Understand how your money is invested and confirm it matches your organization’s investment objectives.

B. Confirm that there are third-party safeguards protecting your assets.  The company that serves as custodian of your assets should be independent of your advisor and should prepare separate statements.

C. Determine if your advisor receives any commissions, fees, or other compensation for using particular fund managers.

III.  Keeping Finances Secure in troubled times, and in good times
A. The importance of establishing proper investment policies

B. Separate short-term and long-term funds

C. Asset Allocation

D. Keep ahead of inflation

E. Diversify globally

F. Minimize investment costs

G. Stay on course.  Periodically rebalance your portfolio to restore target asset allocations

H. Enlist the services of a qualified advisor
